
GEF and STAP International Waters Indicators Review Workshop 
 

December 3-4, 2008, UNESCO, Paris 
 

Background: 
 
The GEF is in the process of developing indicators for a possible Resource Allocation 
Framework (RAF) that could be applied to all its focal areas.  In such a system, funding may 
be allocated based on the potential of a country or perhaps a water-body to generate global 
environmental benefits and the capacity, policies, and commitments of the associated 
governance arrangements. Contracts were arranged with three working groups of specialists to 
examine alternative indicators and global databases that might be utilized to express potential 
global benefits; one group reviewed the situation for transboundary surface water basins and 
the others transboundary groundwater systems and Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs).  
 
Objectives: 
 
The December 3-4 workshop at UNESCO in Paris is organized by the GEF Secretariat and the 
GEF Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP). The objectives are to: (a) review the 
Approach Papers that each of the three groups prepared based on their examination of 
alternatives and (b) stimulate discussion on alternatives for development of a benefits index for 
the GEF International Waters focal area based on data availability, synergies, feasibility, and 
possible linkages with other GEF focal areas. 
 
Expectations: 
 
By the end of the review workshop, the 3 Approach Papers will have been thoroughly 
discussed by all participants.  Potential alternative indicators and accompanying global 
databases will have been examined for suitability of future use by GEF based on the 
discussions which will be informed by the lessons learned from the Mid-term Review of the 
RAF as applied the last two years by the GEF Climate Change and Biodiversity focal areas.  
Cross-cutting issues and inter-linkages among the types of water-bodies and with other focal 
areas would be identified, and potential alternative approaches for developing an International 
Waters Global Benefits Index or Indexes will have been examined for positive/negative 
aspects. 
 
Workshop Format: 
 
A draft agenda for the 2-day workshop has been produced.  The workshop will consist of 
presentations on the three Approach Papers by the Working Groups, briefings on the RAF 
within the GEF, plenary discussion sessions, breakout group discussions on inter-linkages, and 
brainstorming sessions on challenges for assembling such a benefits index for the focal area. 
 
Workshop Location: 
 
Room 16, UNESCO, 1, rue Miollis 75015 Paris France. 


